




VISION

An Act of Parliament in 2001 declared 
the ICWA to be an ‘institution of national 
importance’ and laid down its objectives: 

To promote the study of Indian and 
international affairs so as to develop a body of 

informed opinion on international matters.

To promote India’s relations with other 
countries through study, research, discussions, 

lectures, exchange of ideas and information 
with other organisations within and outside 

India engaged in similar activities. 

To serve as a clearing house of information 
and knowledge regarding world affairs. 

To publish books, periodicals, journals, 
reviews, papers and pamphlets.

To establish contacts with organisations 
promoting these objectives.

To arrange conferences and seminars to 
discuss and study Indian policy towards 

international affairs.

To undertake such other activities as may 
be necessary for the promotion of ideas and 
attainment of the above mentioned objects. 

A



ABOUT ICWA
A

The Indian Council of World Affairs 

(ICWA) was established in 1943 by  

a group of eminent intellectuals led  

by Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and  

Dr. H.N. Kunzru. Its principal 

objective was to create an Indian 

perspective on international relations 

and act as a repository of knowledge 

and thinking on foreign policy issues. 

The Council today conducts policy 

research through an in-house faculty 

as well as through external experts. 

It regularly organizes an array of 

intellectual activities including 

conferences, seminars, roundtable 

discussions, lectures and brings out 

a range of publications. It has a well 

stocked library, an active website, and 

publishes the journal ‘India Quarterly’. 

ICWA has over 50 MoUs with 

international think tanks and research 

institutions to promote better 

understanding on international 

issues and develop areas of mutual 

cooperation. The Council also has 

partnerships with leading research 

institutions, think tanks and 

universities in India. 



current incumbent,

Ambassador Vijay Thakur Singh,

was appointed on July 24, 2021

Ambassador Vijay Thakur Singh,

Director General,
Indian Council of World Affairs



Farewell to ICWA’s first Secretary General Dr. A. Appadorai (1946-1954)  
& Director, Indian School of International Studies (1955 -1964), 8 December 1964. 

SAPRU HOUSE
A 

The ICWA is headquartered in Sapru House, an iconic heritage building in the heart of New Delhi  

that was inaugurated by the first Prime Minister of India, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru in May 1955. Its red 

sandstone facade and Sanchi stupa like dome combines ancient Indian antecedents with modernist 

architecture. The construction of Sapru House was undertaken by the then office bearers of the ICWA and 

was financed through public subscription. A list of those who contributed adorns the building entrance.

ICWA ACTIVITIES
A

The Indian Council of World Affairs (ICWA) undertakes 

numerous research-oriented activities, towards fulfillment 

of its mandated objectives. The activities include in-house 

research, publications, bilateral dialogues, international 

conferences, seminars, lectures and outreach activities in 

India and abroad. 

THE COUNCIL 
WEBSITE
A

The research output of the Council 

is regularly uploaded on the 

website. The website also has links 

to audio and video recordings of 

past events held in the Council. 

The Council frequently webcasts 

live its public lectures and other 

important events.

www.icwa.in

Prime Minister Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri’s visit  
to the Indian School of International Studies, Sapru House, 13 August 1965.

IBSA Gandhi-Mandela Memorial Freedom Lecture by H.E. Mr. Matamela Cyril Ramaphosa, 
President of the Republic of South Africa in the presence of Shri Narendra Modi, Prime 
Minister of India, 25 January 2019.



original writings on

The Council

also translates its books into hindi and other Indian languages

PUBLICATIONS

India Quarterly is the flagship publication 

of the Council and has come out regularly 

since 1945. It is published in collaboration 

with M/s SAGE Publications, New Delhi 

(since January 2009). Falling within its 

purview are regional and global political 

issues and themes related to the environment, 

energy security, identity-centric conflicts and their 

international ramifications, cross-border movements 

of people and related concerns of human trafficking, 

terrorist networking, migration of diseases, and 

global and regional political economy. The journal is 

indexed in ‘SCOPUS’, International Political Science 

Abstracts' and ‘ABC of Political Science’. Since 2020, 

it is also being published in Hindi.



Meeting of the Governing Body of the Council, 03 July 2021, chaired by Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu, 
Vice President of India and attended by Dr. S. Jaishankar, External Affairs Minister and 
Vice President of the Council.

ICWA organised the 6th Dialogue with its Polish partner PISM on 14 January 2020 (Top Left), Close-Door Interaction with UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of
the Palestinian People on 3 March 2020 (Top Right), “A Bangladesh War Commentary” Book Launch on 7 September 2021 (Bottom Right), ICWA celebrated 5th Anniversary of
India-Vietnam Comprehensive Strategic Partnership 2016-2021 on 17 December 2021 (Bottom Right).



H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-Moon, United Nations Secretary General delivered the Thirteenth 
Sapru House - UN Lecture on "India and the UN in a Changing World" at Sapru House, 
12 January 2015.



The opening of Sapru House Building, H.Q. of ICWA, by Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, 1 May 1955.
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Gilgit-Baltistan Under Pakistan’s Occupation Ashish Shukla (Ed.) 2021

India-Central Asia Relations: The Road Ahead Athar Zafar (Ed.) 2021

India and Africa: The Road Ahead

Twenty Years of Mekong-Ganga Cooperation (MGC)

Nivedita Ray (Ed.) 2021

Prabir De (Ed.) 2021

External Dimensions of Security of The North East Region Temjenmeren Ao (Ed.) 2021

Pakistan The Balochistan Conudrum Tilak Devasher
(Urdu Edition)

2021

Pakistan The Balochistan Conudrum

Recent Developments in Afghanistan: ICWA Reflections

Tilak Devasher
(Hindi Edition)

Nivedita Ray &
Anwesha Ghosh
(Ed.)

2021

2021

India’s Relations with the International Monetary Fund
(25 Years in Perspective 1991-2016)

V. Srinivas
(Tamil Edition)

2021

1982 UNCLOS: Perspectives from the Indian Ocean Nutan K Mahawar
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52 Uzbekistan The SCO Centre for Public Diplomacy

56 Cairo, Egypt Al- Ahram Center for Political and Strategic Studies (ACPSS)

53 kyrgyzstan The Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the

54 South Korea Korea National Diplomatic Academy (KNDA), Seoul
Korea Institute for International Economic Policy (KIEP), Seoul

55 Serbia Institute of International Politics and Economics, (IIPE) Belgrade

57 Peru Pontifical Catholic University, Lima

51 New Zealand Asia New Zealand Foundation (the Foundation), Wellington



22 Bangalore 2020 Christ University

23 Kochi 2020 Centre for Public Policy Research

24 New Delhi 2020 United Service Institute of India (USI)

25 Hyderabad 2020 Indian School of Business



 

 

Sapru House, Barakhamba Road
New Delhi 110001

Tel +91 11 2331 7246/47/48/49 
Fax +91 11 23310638 

www.icwa.in

/Sapru.House

@ICWA_NewDelhi

/ICWANewDelhi


