
The 20th Governing Body 
meeting and the 19th Governing 
Council meeting was held in a 
hybrid mode.

As the society moves towards 
normalcy, the Council in the last 
quartile, held webinars virtually 
as well as in the hybrid mode, 
with selective audience 
participating in events.

The 38th Sapru House Lecture 
was delivered by H.E. Abdulla 
Shahid, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of 
Maldives.

A special lecture was delivered 
by H.E. Nikola Selaković, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Serbia.

Smt. Riva Ganguly Das, 
Secretary (East), Ministry of 
External Affairs delivered the 
Key Note Address at the 
national consultation on the 
“Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative”.

Two outreach events were 
organised by the Council during 
this quartile. 

ICWA tracked various regional 
and global developments with 
47 articles published by the 
Research Faculty on the ICWA 
website.

Six books were published by 
the Council during this period.







Ambassador Vijay Thakur Singh holds a Master’s degree in Economics from Himachal Pradesh University. She joined the 
Indian Foreign Service in 1985.
Her first posting was in the Embassy of India in Madrid, Spain, where she later went as Deputy Chief of Mission in 2006. 
She worked in the Ministry of External Affairs from 1989 to 1999, handling India’s relations with Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. She was posted as Counsellor in the Embassy of India in Kabul from 2003 to 2005.

She has had multilateral experience, particularly in economic and environmental issues. She was Counsellor in the 
Permanent Mission of India to the United Nations in New York from 2000 to 2003.

She has served as Joint Secretary to the President of India from August 2007 to August 2012 and as Joint Secretary at 
the National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS) from 2012 to 2013.

She has been High Commissioner of India to Singapore from 2013 to 2016 and Ambassador of India to Ireland from 
2016 to 2018.

For two years from 2018, she was Secretary (East) in the Ministry of External Affairs and retired in September 2020.

Ambassador Vijay Thakur Singh was appointed as the new Director General 
of the Indian Council of World Affairs (ICWA) by the Vice President of India 
and President of ICWA, Shri Venkaiah Naidu. Ambassador Singh joined 
office from 24th July, 2021. 



















The School of Social Sciences of the Guru Nanak Dev University (GNDU), 
Amritsar, Punjab, organised a two-day National Seminar "China and 
South Asia & Southeast Asia: Implications for India" on 27-28 August 
2021. The seminar was financially supported by ICWA, New Delhi. It was 
stated to be the first seminar organized by the School of Social Science 
of GNDU since the Covid-19 pandemic. About 30 presentations were 
made by participants including from Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan, 
Delhi, J&K, and some participants attended through the virtual mode. 
The seminar was also attended by students from the university.             

OUTREACH EVENTS

Two day National Seminar on “China and South Asia & South 
East-Asia: Implications for India” School of Social Science, Guru 
Nanak Dev University, Amritsar, 27-28 August 2021



Dr. Athar Zafar, Research Fellow, represented the Council at the Seminar. He also presented a paper in the academic 
session of the seminar. After the introduction of the seminar theme by Prof. Rajesh Kumar, Chairperson, School of Social 
Sciences, GNDU, the Keynote Address was delivered online by Prof. Srikant Kondapalli, School of International Studies, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. He underlined the historical, economic and territorial connections of China with 
South Asia and Southeast Asia. He explained the key initiatives taken by China to engage the two regions, including the 
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and the Community of Common Destiny. In the Special Address, Prof. Karori Singh, 
Professor Emeritus, University of Rajasthan, appreciated ICWA for efforts to promote the area study and the research on 
international relations. He said that China has brought large chunk of its population out of poverty and has realized the 
objective of moderately prosperous society.

The two-day seminar was spread over five academic sessions covering various 
aspects of China’s engagements with South Asia and Southeast Asia, including the 
regional groupings like SAARC and ASEAN. Situation evolving in Afghanistan was 
discussed. The valedictory address was made by Prof. Sanjay Bhardwaj, former 
Chairperson, Centre for South Asian Studies, School of International Studies, JNU, 
New Delhi. He underlined the significance of area study and urged students to also 
focus on thematic studies in international relations.

The Centre for West Asian Studies, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi  organised a two-day national seminar on, “ India’s 
Interconnection s with West Asian Countries: Historical Understanding of Socio-Economic Relations and Future 
Prospects” on 18-19 September 2021. The seminar was sponsored by Indian Council of World Affairs. This two-day 
national seminar deliberated on various aspects of India-West Asia relationship. It primarily focused on how India and 
the West Asia have been historically linked to each other and they have never been alien to each other.

In this seminar, the key note address was delivered by Professor Asvini Kumar Mahapatra, Dean, SIS, JNU who in his 
remarked talked about how the world has moved to towards a post-hegemonic order where US seems to have lost its 
traditional position  in the global arena. He also dealt at length about the changing paradigm of Arab politics in the 
aftermath of the Arab uprising and how new actors have emerged who are dictating the political trajectory of the 
regional politic In this two-day national seminar around ninety paper were presented on different thematic issues.        
Dr. Fazzur Rahman Siddiqui, Research Fellow, represented the ICWA in the seminar and was the special guest at the 
inaugural session.

Two day National Seminar on India’s Interconnection with West Asian 
Countries: Historical Understanding of Socio-Economic Relations and 
Future Prospects” Center for West Asian Studies (CWAS), Jamia Millia 
Islamia, New Delhi, 18-19 September 2021





1. Dr. Deepika Saraswat, The Recent Hamas-Israeli Military Confrontation: Understanding Domestic, Regional  
 Contexts and Implications (28 June 2021)

2. Dr. Deepika Saraswat, Raisi’s Election Victory and the Succession Battles in Iran (08 July 2021)

3. Dr. Neha Mishra, Eroding Chinese investment in the CPEC Corridor: Affecting the All-Weather Friendship
 (12 July 2021)

4. Dr. Stuti Banerjee, A Tale of Two Elections: Mexico and Peru 2021 (13 July 2021)

5. Dr. Ankita Dutta, Biden’s visit to Europe: A Transatlantic Reset? (15 July 2021)

6. Dr. Stuti Banerjee, President Biden’s Summit Meeting with President Putin (22 July 2021)

7. Dr. Fazzur Rahman Siddiqui, Amid a decade of chaos in Syria: Assad achieves a landslide victory in Presidential 
 election (16 August 2021)

8. Dr. Samatha Mallempati, Faction within MDP and Political Developments in Maldives: Back to Unstable Polity? 
 (19 August 2021)

9. Dr. Anwesha Ghosh, Taliban take over Afghanistan: What’s Next? (25 August 2021)

10. Dr. Deepika Saraswat, The Iranian Approach to the Taliban: Understanding Changes and Continuities
 (25 August 2021)

11. Dr. Fazzur Rahman Sdidiqui, Egypt-Ethiopia Impasse over Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam Continues
 (25 August 2021)

12. Dr. Sanjeev Kumar, China’s Domestic Debate and Strategic Objectives vis-a-vis Recent Developments in 
 Afghanistan (27 August 2021)

13. Dr. Ankita Dutta, Analysis of EU’s ‘Fit for 55 Agenda’, (27 August 2021)

14. Dr. Stuti Banerjee, The Biden Administration’s Focus on Asia: Building a Response to China
 (06 September 2021)

15. Dr. Temjenmeren Ao, The Political Change in Malaysia and its Economic Implications, (07 September 2021)

16.         Dr. Ankita Dutta, Europe’s Afghanistan Conundrum (10 September 2021)

17. Dr. Stuti Banerjee, The Taliban in ‘Power’: Twenty Years of U.S. Involvement in Afghanistan (10 September 2021)

18. Dr. Jojin V. John, Politics in the Times of Pandemic: With PM Suga Gone, What’s Next for Japan?
 (16 September 2021)

19. Dr. Athar Zafar, Swift Changes in Afghanistan and Central Asia’s Response (17 September 2021)

20. Dr. Teshu Singh, Increasing Tensions in Cross-Strait Relations (23 September 2021)

21. Dr. Samatha Mallempati, Sri Lanka’s Integrated Country Strategy (ICS) for Enhancing India- Sri Lanka Relations: 
 Main Goals and Future Prospects (28 September 2021)

22. Dr. Stuti Banerjee, An Overview on Canadian Election, 29 September 2021

23. Dr. Dhrubajyoti Bhattacharjee, Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s Recent Visit to UN, 30 September 2021

ICWA PUBLICATIONS

Issue Briefs



1. Dr. Temjenmeren Ao, ASEAN’s Need for a Collective Response to Myanmar’s Political Crisis (09 July 2021)

2. Dr. Rahul Nath Choudhury, India-EU FTA: The Leading Factors in the negotiation (07 July 2021)

3. Dr. Anwesha Ghosh, Afghanistan on Edge: Taliban rapidly gaining control of territory across Afghanistan
 (12 July 2021)

4. Dr. Sankalp Gurjar, India’s Cyber Security: A look at the Approach and the Preparedness (15 July 2021)

5. Dr. Teshu Singh, Significance of Xi Jinping’s Visit to Tibet (04 August 2021)

6. Dr. Sankalp Gurjar, Has the Only Arab Democracy fallen? A Decade of the Arab Spring and the Political Crisis in 
 Tunisia (10 August 2021)

7. Dr. Sankalp Gurjar, Taliban Takeover of Afghanistan: Anxieties in Africa (03 September 2021)

8. Dr. Samatha Mallempati, Sri Lanka Imposes Emergency Regulations to avert the Food Crisis: Reasons,  
 Responses and Implications (15 September 2021)

9. Dr. Pragya Pandey, India-Australia Bolstering Defence and Security Ties with the Inaugural 2+2 Dialogue
 (15 September 2021)

10. Dr. Anwesha Ghosh, Qatar’s emergence as a key player in Afghanistan (15 September 2021)

11. Dr. Vivek Mishra, The Race to Fill the Strategic Vacuum in Afghanistan Portends Instability (15 September 2021)

12. Dr. Rahul Nath Choudhury, Accelerated economic growth in Bangladesh and its future challenges
 (23 September 2021)

13. Dr. Dhrubajyoti Bhattacharjee, Growing Synergy in Energy Cooperation between Bangladesh and Nepal
 (23 September 2021)

14. Dr. Rahul Nath Choudhury, What led to the Forex crisis in Sri Lanka? (24 September 2021)

15. Dr. Ankita Dutta, Assessment of Lithuania–China Standoff (27 September 2021)

16. Dr. Pragya Pandey, EU’s Embrace of the Indo-Pacific with the Announcement of a Formal Strategy
 (27 September 2021)

17. Dr. Fazzur Rahman Siddiqui, First Ever Visit of Israeli Prime Minister to Egypt in a Decade: An Overview
 (27 September 2021)

18. Dr. Deepika Saraswat, Iran’s Foreign Policy Outlook under Ebrahim Raisi’s Government and its SCO M
 embership (28 September 2021)

19. Dr. Ankita Dutta, Transatlantic Alliance and AUKUS (30 September 2021)

View Points

Special Reports
20. Dr. Vivek Mishra, The Quad Partnerships Stand Reinforced since the Pandemic Began (17 July 2021)

21. Dr. Anwesha Ghosh, Is there a Taliban 2.0.? Reflecting on the Past to Understand the Present (06 August 2021)



India in UNSC
22. Amb. Asoke Mukerji, ‘India in the UN Security Council: Monthly Recap for July 2021: Focus on Asia, Africa and 
 Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict’.

23. Amb. Asoke Mukerji, ‘India in the UN Security Council: Monthly Recap for August 2021: Focus on India’s Priority  
 Areas in the UNSC, Afghanistan’.

24. Amb. Asoke Mukerji, ‘India in the UN Security Council: Monthly Recap for September 2021: Focus on Focus on  
 Asia, Africa and Thematic Issues’

Gilgit-Baltistan Under 
Pakistan's Occupation,

Edited by Ashish Shukla,

(Indian Council of World Affairs; 
KW Publishers, 2021)

External Dimensions of 
Security of the North East 
Region,

Edited by Temjenmeren Ao, 

(Indian Council of World 
Affairs; KW Publishers, 2021)

India and Africa The Road 
Ahead,

Edited by Nivedita Ray,

(Indian Council of World 
Affairs; KW Publishers, 2021)

Enhancing India-Myanmmar 
Ties The Way Ahead,

Edited by Samatha Mallempati,

(Indian Council of World Affairs; 
KW Publishers, 2021)

India-Central Asia Relations 
The Road Ahead,

Edited by Athar Zafar,

(Indian Council of World
Affairs; KW Publishers, 2021)

India-Sri Lanka Relations Is It 
Time for Reorientation of 
Policy,

Edited by Samatha Mallempati,

(Indian Council of World Affairs; 
KW Publishers, 2021)

Books






