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ywood and Buddhism

lndia must strengthen its ties with Asean nations further and create public awareness about its stake in the relationship

commemorative summit of
of Southeast
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relationship
Aaalsimbusdwitka.glorms but in
times it is '.wodecudes
| old. the first e (1992-2002)
witnessed li progress, the second
decade(mzom)hnsmvedb:beog
paving the way for
It th% paradigm’ has
is ‘a new !
.beuﬁnmdbrM&Aseanmlaﬁmswnth

and intensity” of India’s with
Asia is “unmatched by any of our
other regional relationships.”

The summit became ‘a historic moment’

friey negotmhml:
’l‘radeAmemen
(FTA) in services and
investments. But for the
pressures of the summit’s
deadline, negotiations
might have dragged on
mdeﬁnitely This agree-
ment, ng with the one

in goods signed in 2009,
should help achieve the
target of $100 billion for

the summit presents a
roadmap for enhanced

hall
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institutions and exchanges among stake-
holders. ’I‘he impact of connectiviq was
i, i, currently on
a six-month expedition to nine countries,
and the car rally. The latter, in particu-
lar, became a tool for many to nof.x%athe
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cooperation to tackle

such as piracy. Whether this generalised
approach goes far enough to afford satis-
faction to Vietnam and

However, now that the summit i wer,

first turned phil

the Philippines, the two  the authorities concerned may consider
countries pursuing their  demonstrating their credibility. They can do
maritime and territorial  sobystarting with speedy i of
claims against China, is thetri!atemlhighwaypmjecthnldnq i
unclear. Myanmar and Thailand .

When external affairs Atanmteracuonwithﬂievisiﬁng
minister Salman Khurshid  editors, I heard one of them saying that (for
was asked if India had a  him) theunageot'lndmwas'non-adsmt’,
role in resolving the others referred to ‘Bollywood’ and
conflict between China  ‘Buddhism’ — in that order — as the living
and Asean countries, he

links with India. Much scope exists for
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cal remmdmg one of a

cooperation in five areas: former Indian PM (‘...
political and security, eco- doing somethmg about
nomic, socio-cultural and = Stick together: New Delhi ludes not doing
the development sector, thmgabout conflict’)
hit e.Two before stating clearly that these were ‘fun-

points are of slgmﬁcance in this regard.
First, the stress is on moving towards a
‘peaceful, prosperous and resurgent Asia A
vital element in this project is to strengthen
cooperation for maritime security, freedom
of navigation, and safety of sea lanes of com-
munication as well as to promote maritime

damental issues which do not require India’s
intervention.’

The second point relates to the buzz
word — ‘connectivity. Almost every leader
at the summit spoke about it, the mission
to widen links not only by road, sea, air
and digital means, but also through ideas,

pul s
in lt'l»le réTationship. Hence the Eminent
PersonsGmuphas recommended establi:

ing multi-facetedrelations at th 9 ]
especmllyamongtheyouﬂmNowmsupto
the senior officials, who are expected to meet
soomwdevtseaspec:ﬁcpmgvr"a&xmm

media and civil soclety, may determine the
evolution and efficacy of India’s Loo]i East
Policy in its third decade.
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